
 
Dear Neighbor, 
 
We are more than thrilled that you have decided to be a part of the neighborhood Preferred Waste Hauler 
Initiative!  Together, and with the help of Summit Waste and Recycling (“Summit”), we hope to accomplish 
measurable reductions in our neighborhood’s environmental impact through organized and thoughtful waste 
separation and disposal.  
 
Whatever your reason for joining our initiative, there is so much more to Applewood Villages Sustainable 
Neighborhood’s (AVSN’s) long-term strategy for consolidating to a preferred waste hauler than meets the eye.  
This initiative not only aims at reducing unnecessary and redundant air, noise, and traffic pollution created by 
multiple providers servicing multiple customers along multiple streets on multiple days throughout the week, 
but it also targets to increase the efficiency and affordability of an organic matter (“organics”)1 pickup routine 
for the 1,633 residents living in the AVSN area!  
 
In response to AVSN’s survey feedback, Summit launched an organics collection and composting service on 
December 10, 2021!   The program includes weekly collection of food scraps AND yard waste at volumes 
similar to your recycle container, a service that no other vendor currently provides to Wheat Ridge residents!  
The introductory rate for weekly compost collection is $30/mo for a 64-gallon cart.  If you sign up now, you 
can lock-in this rate before prices increase to $36/mo for new enrollments starting April 1, 2022.  Additional 
benefits of the program include two (2) free community give-back events annually, wherein Summit will 
provide free processed compost (YOUR COMPOST) to participants of the program!  If the cost and volume for 
organics collection and composting is intimidating, consider partnering with a neighbor to share a cart!  Many 
residents have now embraced this idea and are teaming-up with their neighbor to split the quarterly 
statement.  For most, the volume is more than enough for two (2) families to share! 
 
This additional outlet for organics further incentivizes residents to switch to the pay-as-you-throw (PAYT) 
disposal option for trash, which launched in July 2021!  PAYT is a convenient way to avoid quarterly charges by 
purchasing 33-gallon trash bags up front and only paying for the volume of trash you dispose of.  You can 
choose to use as many or as few bags throughout the week and set your bag(s) on the curb for pickup on 
service day.  The program incentivizes better recycle and composting practices.  PAYT is an especially great 
option for folks who live alone or who live in their home part time.  You pay $2.12 per Summit PAYT bag.  If you 
only dispose of [on average] a single bag every other week, your quarterly costs decrease from $51 to $28.83 
per quarter. 
 
Enclosed you will find three (3) fliers from Summit; two (2) summarizing those items that are acceptable for 
recycle and compost and one (1) that details the service calendar for the year.  If you did not purchase the 
AVSN-branded carts, we ask that you help promote AVSN by placing the attached decal in a visible location on 
your trash or recycle cart in addition to sharing with your neighbors all the wonderful things that the Preferred 
Waste Hauler Initiative seeks to achieve! 
 
If at any time you have questions or would like to provide feedback regarding your Summit experience, please 
email us at sustainableapplewoodvillageswr@gmail.com. 
 

Sincerely, The Leadership Team 
Applewood Villages Sustainable Neighborhood  

 
1 Organics or organic matter refers to organic compounds that have come from the remains of organisms such as plants and animals and their 
waste products in the environment.  It should not be confused with food produced by methods complying with the standards of organic 
farming. 


